
LOCATION
Sanford Burnham Prebys (SBP) Medical
Discovery Institute is located in La Jolla,
California, a small beach community of
about 32,000. The area, known for its
ocean bluffs and sprawling beaches, and
has temperatures between the mid-60s
and mid-70s year round. La Jolla is about
12 miles north of downtown San Diego.

SBP is part of the scientifically vibrant
Torrey Pines Mesa which includes our
neighbors at the Sanford Consortium for
Regenerative Medicine, University of
California San Diego (UCSD), Salk
Institute, The Scripps Research Institute
and numerous pharmaceutical and biotech
companies. The Institute has benefited
greatly through close interactions with its
neighbors. Scientific leaders from all over
the globe often visit campus to give
lectures, discuss research and recruit
future scientists.

CONTACT  US
Sanford Burnham Prebys

Medical Discovery Institute
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

10901 North Torrey Pines Road
La Jolla, CA 92037

Phone: 858-646-3100
gradoffice@sbp.edu

http://sbpdiscovery.org/graduateschool 

FAQs
Do students do rotations? The SBP
Graduate School is an “admit to fit” program.
Students are admitted directly to a faculty
member’s lab and do not do rotations.
Applicants must have a commitment from an
SBP faculty member to be accepted into the
program. We recommend applicants contact
faculty during the application process as there
must be faculty interest to be invited for an
interview.

How long does it take to complete my
degree? On average, our Ph.D. program can
be completed in 4.5 years.

When is the application deadline? The
application deadline is December 15th for
admission the following fall. The application
opens in early September each year.

How do I apply and what information is
required? Applications must be submitted
online. You must submit your academic and/or
work history, research interests, faculty
mentor requests, a personal statement, GRE
test scores, TOEFL test scores (if applicable),
three letters of recommendation and official
transcripts of grades.

How much does the Program cost? There
is no cost to students other than a fee for
health insurance. Tuition and fees are
covered by the Institute, and a stipend of
$33,000/year is provided, though students are
encouraged to apply for fellowships.

Visit the website for more information: 
www.sbpdiscovery.org/graduateschool
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MISSION: To educate students to become the 
innovative biomedical scientists of the future.  
 
VISION: With state-of-the-art technology, an 
entrepreneurial mindset and a highly 
personalized program, we are dedicated to 
educating students who drive translational 
research forward and preparing them to become 
the next generation of outstanding biomedical 
scientists. 
 
We offer a Ph.D. degree in Biomedical 
Sciences. The graduate program prepares 
students for careers in basic and translational 
research through a unique curriculum of focused, 
multi-disciplinary instruction. Our program is 
tailored to the student’s course of study and 
research focus. Classroom and seminar 
instructions are accompanied by extensive 
practical laboratory training under the supervision 
of expert faculty. 
 
First year students take focused classes, elect a 
number of specialized tutorials with faculty, and 
begin their thesis research. In the following years, 
students focus on their laboratory research that 
leads to their doctoral dissertation. 

“What I liked the most about our graduate 
program was the attention they gave to each 
student individually. They listened to our 
suggestions and concerns, and they 
constantly tried to improve the program. I am 
very excited and proud to be a graduate of 
the Graduate School of Biomedical 
Sciences.”  

– Judith Scheliga, 2014 Graduate 
 
“I chose SBP because of unparalleled 
attention to every student. Due to the small 
class size, individual and effective training is 
an integral part of the curriculum. SBP not 
only has a world-class faculty but also a vast 
array of facilities and resources and it has an 
ability to utilize all of them in a unique and 
comprehensive way so that the students 
have all the tools for their success.”  

– Pavel Ryzhov, 2016 Entering Student 

Dr. Marcus Kaul and graduate student Victoria Thaney 

SBP conducts world-class, collaborative, 
biological research and translates its 
discoveries for the benefit of patients. We 
educate the next generation of scientists to 
continue our work in improving human health. 
The Institute employs nearly 900 scientists 
who dedicate their careers to answering 
fundamental biological questions.  
 
Founded in La Jolla, California in 1976 as an 
independent corporation dedicated to basic 
biomedical research, SBP’s headquarters are 
located in the Torrey Pines Mesa area. The La 
Jolla campus houses the NCI-designated 
Cancer Center, Neuroscience Center, Center 
for Metabolic Origins of Disease, and 
Infectious and Inflammatory Diseases Center. 
 
With five research centers and world-class 
capabilities in drug discovery, stem cells, 
nanomedicine and translational medicine, 
SBP is working to discover the next 
generat ion of treatments for cancer, 
neurodegenerative diseases, infectious and 
inflammatory diseases, diabetes, childhood 
diseases and many other conditions.  
 
 

SBP’s 5 Core Values (the 5 Cs) 
Commitment � Collaboration � Communication � Community � Compassion 
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